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Bausch & Lomb (Rochester, New York) reported that

Warburg Pincus (New York, New York), a multinational

private equity firm, could acquire the eye care company

for an estimated $4.5 billion. Under the terms of agree-

ment, Warburg Pincus would pay $65 in cash for each

of Bausch & Lomb’s outstanding shares, and assume an

existing debt of $83 million. 

According to a news release from Bausch & Lomb, the

company is free to solicit superior proposals from third

parties and to respond to unsolicited proposals for the

next 50 calendar days (from May 16). If the company

finalizes another agreement during this period, it will

pay Warburg Pincus a $40 million break-up fee. 

“After extensive negotiations and careful and thor-

ough analysis, together with our independent advisors,

the special committee and our board have unanimously

endorsed this transaction as being in the best interest

of the company and our shareholders,” said William H.

Waltrip, Lead Director and Chairman of the Special

Committee of Bausch & Lomb’s Board of Directors, in a

news release.1 “We are pleased that this transaction

appropriately recognizes the value of Bausch & Lomb’s

highly respected brand and innovative products in the

eye care industry, while providing our shareholders with

an immediate and substantial cash premium for their

investment.”

Since the initial announcement in May, Advanced

Medical Optics, Inc. (Santa Ana, California) has

expressed an interest in entering Bausch & Lomb’s 

go-shop process. 

“We believe it is only logical to explore this opportu-

nity, given the highly complementary nature of our two

businesses,” as stated in an Advanced Medical Optics, Inc.

news release. “Consideration of this potential transac-

tion is consistent with our existing strategy to provide a

full range of products that address vision care needs of

people of all ages. We believe the current transaction

with Warburg Pincus undervalues Bausch & Lomb, and

we plan to enter the go-shop process with the intention

of exploring a superior offer for the company.”

Advanced Medical Optics, Inc. gave no assurance in

the release that its exploration into purchasing Bausch &

Lomb will result in a transaction. The company also

reported that there will be no further public comment

on the issue, until it is deemed appropriate.

1.  Bausch & Lomb agrees to $4.5 billion buyout. MarketWatch, Inc. Web site. Available at:
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/bausch—lomb-agrees-45/story.aspx?guid=%7
B07965E21-FC1F-43F6-8B65-B65F870A17AE%7D. Accessed May 16, 2007.

Lens Solution Recalled
Advanced Medical Optics, Inc. voluntarily recalled its

Complete MoisturePlus contact lens solution in response

to a report that linked the multipurpose cleaner to an

outbreak of a rare but potentially blinding eye infection.

Since January 2005, the US Centers for Disease Control

(CDC) have confirmed 138 cases of Acanthamoeba kerati-

tis, an infection characterized by ocular pain and redness,

blurred vision, sensitivity to light, foreign-body sensation,

and excessive tearing. Because the parasitic amoeba causing

this condition is commonly found in tap water, pools, and

hot tubs, patients are being advised to remove their con-

tact lenses before showering or swimming.

As of May, the US CDC interviewed 46 patients (39 of

whom wore soft contact lenses) who were confirmed to

have Acanthamoeba keratitis by microbial culture.

According to the agency's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly

Report, 21 of the 39 (58%) contact lens wearers stated

that they used Complete MoisturePlus in the month

before they developed ocular symptoms.1

Although the definitive cause of the outbreak is still

unknown, factors that may have contributed to the cur-

rent spike and increase in Acanthamoeba keratitis cases

since 2004 include poor hygiene and improper handling

of contact lenses, lower levels of chlorine in the drinking

water (per a 1998 decision by the US Environmental

Protection Agency), and the formulation of moisture-

locking multipurpose solutions.

Advanced Medical Optics, Inc., the US Food and

Drug Administration (FDA),2 and the American

Academy of Ophthalmology have released statements
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warning patients to discontinue using Complete

MoisturePlus and to discard their current contact lenses

and cases until further information is available.

Report any adverse reactions from this product to

the company by calling +1 800 347 5005.

1. CDC MMWR Dispatch. Acanthamoeba keratitis. Multiple states, 2005 -2007. US Centers
for Disease Control Web site. Available at: www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/
mm56d526a1.htm. Accessed May 30, 2007.
2. FDA Web Site. Advanced Medical Optics voluntarily recalls Complete MoisturePlus contact
lens solution. Available at: www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2007/NEW01641.html. Accessed
May 31, 2007.

Therapeutic Product 

Enhances Drug Absorption
Baxter Healthcare Corp. (Deerfield, Illinois) introduced

hylenex recombinant, the first US FDA-approved

hyaluronidase human injection, to enhance the absorp-

tion and dispersion of other injected ophthalmic drugs,

according to the company. 

“The incorporation of animal-derived hyaluronidase

into the anesthetic protocol for ophthalmic surgery has

historically been shown to increase the speed of anes-

thetic onset, enhance the intensity, and decrease vol-

ume of drug required,” said Scott Greenbaum, MD, clin-

ical assistant professor, Department of Ophthalmology

at New York University, in a company news release. 

“As a recombinant protein, hylenex represents an

advanced and more sustainable supply of hyaluronidase,

circumventing the quality and supply problems that have

historically been associated with animal-derived product,”

said Gregory Frost, PhD, Vice President and Chief

Scientific Officer, Halozyme Therapeutics, Inc, (San Diego)

in the news release. “The use of a human protein derived

from a recombinant source helps mitigate concerns over

the potential for interspecies pathogen transmission and

the potential for immunological reactions attributed to

animal-derived products.”

For more information, visit www.baxter.com.

New IOLMaster Software 
Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc. (Dublin, California), unveiled

the IOLMaster software version five at the 2007 ASCRS

Symposium on Cataract, IOL, and Refractive Surgery.

Measurements are reportedly faster and easier with the

current technology than with the earlier version. New

features include improved signal processing in the axial

length mode. According to Warren Hill, MD, of Mesa,

Arizona, this processing “should be accurate, even in the

presence of dense ocular media such as a brunescent

nuclear cataract or posterior subcapsular plaque.” 

The system’s enhanced automatic evaluative capabili-

ties reportedly extend the spectrum of patients whose

eyes were previously difficult to measure. In the ker-

atometry mode, the IOLMaster’s software features a

green light to signal optimal focus and correct measure-

ments adjustment. The system displays additional infor-

mation to facilitate the interpretation of data, and it

automatically calculates IOL power using internationally

recognized formulas for biometry. 

For more information, visit http://www.meditec.zeiss.com.

Dr. Hill is a consultant to Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc.

Phaco System Launched by

AMO
Advanced Medical Optics, Inc. launched its WhiteStar

Signature phaco system with fusion fluidics during the

2007 ASCRS Symposium on Cataract, IOL, and Refractive

Surgery in San Diego. According to a company news

release, the system combines WhiteStar technology with

the safety of a dual-pump fluidics system, and it features

a streamlined user interface and easy-to-use accessories.

Fusion fluidics reportedly maintains chamber stability

and reduces postocclusion surge by uniting the respon-

siveness of a venturi pump with the control of a peri-

staltic flow-based pump. 

For more information, visit www.amo-inc.com.

Bausch & Lomb’s Stellaris

Received CE Mark
Bausch & Lomb received the Conformité-Européenne

(CE) mark for its Stellaris vision enhancement system.

The Stellaris system builds on Bausch & Lomb’s 1.8-mm

microincisional cataract surgery (MICS) platform for

both biaxial and coaxial surgery. The system provides a

choice in fluidics control with either a vacuum fluidics

module or advanced flow module to maintain anterior

chamber stability and provide surge-free phaco sur-

gery. The system also includes enhanced energy phaco

delivery with optimized power modulations for safety

and efficiency, according to a company new release. 

For more information on the MICS platform, visit

www.MICSplatform.com.
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C-Flex IOL Received

FDA Approval
Rayner Intraocular Lenses, Ltd., (East Sussex, UK)

received US FDA premarket approval for its C-Flex lens.

According to the company, the C-Flex injectable acrylic

lenses have a unique enhanced square edge for reducing the

risk of secondary cataract. “The patented antivaulting hap-

tics provide excellent centration, no rotation, and no vault-

ing, which largely contributes to accurate visual outcomes,”

said Mark Mullaney, the Regulatory Affairs Manager at

Rayner Ltd. “[The system] is also a first in that the lens is

uniquely packaged with an FDA-approved single-piece 

single-use injector,” he added.

For more information visit, www.rayner.com.

IOL Obtains CE Mark
Medennium, Inc. (Irvine, California) announced that

it obtained the CE mark for marketing Aurium, its inno-

vative photochromic IOL. Aurium is the first and only

photochromic IOL introduced in the cataract lens

industry, according to the company. 

“The idea for Aurium is to provide additional protec-

tion for a cataract patient’s retina without any compro-

mises, such as night vision,” said Stephen Zhou, PhD,

Vice President of Research and Development at

Medennium, Inc. The Aurium lens responds to changes

in the environment (ie, it changes yellow when exposed

to sunlight and becomes colorless in an indoor environ-

ment where there is no ultraviolet or blue light). Because

the lens changes colors in different light environments,

there is less chance for adverse effects for night vision,

according to the company. 

For more information visit, www.medennium.com.

ASCRS Created International

Ectasia Registry
The American Society of Cataract and Refractive

Surgery (ASCRS) launched a new ectasia registry as part

of a two-phase project to define ectasia, determine its

frequency, and identify risk factors. 

Phase one of the project is designed to gather data

on ectasia after LASIK and identify physicians and

patient groups for phase two, which will include

prospective observational studies aimed at determining

the incidence of this complication and quantifying the

impact of the preoperative factors. 

The ASCRS International Ectasia Registry will be

housed on its own Web site at www.ectasiaregistry.com.

Knotless Suture for Fixation
A new z-shaped knotless suturing technique present-

ed at the 2007 ASCRS Symposium on Cataract, IOL, and

Refractive Surgery by Peter Szurman, MD, of Tuebingen,

Germany, achieved transscleral fixation, avoided suture

erosion, and minimized inflammation.1

“The main question about implants is how to fix the

suture in the sclera without any visible knot,” Dr. Szurman

said. “We know that [some methods of suturing] are sus-

ceptible to suture erosion and other complications.

Previously, techniques to bury the suture in a scleral flap

were proposed to address this problem. My colleagues and

I proposed a knotless technique to fix the suture.”

The knotless technique uses 10–0 polypropylene sutures

for the transscleral fixation of intraocular implants. During

the procedure, a needle is passed through the sclera 1.3

mm from the limbus, and an intraocular implant is inserted

and positioned in the sulcus. Several intrascleral passes in a

zigzag formation create reliable fixation, and these sutures

cannot be pulled back out of the eye. “The new flap is

about four or five stitches in a simple zigzag, which can be

performed in about 20 seconds,” Dr. Szurman explained.

The resistance to tractive force increased with the

number of stitches, according to an analog Newton (N)

dynamometer. Tractive force, however, did not depend

on the amplitude or angle of the stitch’s insertion. The

knotless suture resisted a maximum power of 0.38 N

(range, 0.32-0.41 N).

The evaluation included three artificial iris

diaphragms, six iris prostheses, and 15 IOLs fixed with

the knotless suture. The investigators found no suture

erosion, scleral necrosis, rupture, or dislocation of the

implants at a mean 6.6 months follow-up.

1. Szurman P. Knotless technique for transscleral suture fixation of IOLs. Paper presented at:
The ASCRS Symposium on Cataract, IOL and Refractive Surgery; April 29, 2007; San Diego,
California.

Mini-Flared Tip 

for Torsional Phaco
After 2 years of performing torsional phacoemulsifi-

cation, David Allen, FRCS, FRCOphth, of Sunderland,

UK, presented information on a new phaco tip configu-



ration.1 He said that the Mini-Flared Kelman tip (Alcon

Laboratories, Inc., Fort Worth, Texas) maximizes the

efficiency of torsional phacoemulsification by 16%. He

added that it maximizes the cutting action and makes

cataract removal easy.

With torsional phacoemulsification, Mr. Allen found

that 22% less balanced salt solution passed through

the eye during the removal of the nucleus when com-

pared with longitudinal phacoemulsification. Retaining

balanced salt solution helped to create a smoother

surgery, he said. He also compared the use of three

Kelman phaco tips (MicroTip, Tapered, and Mini-

Flared [all manufactured by Alcon Laboratories, Inc.]).

Three groups of 95 patients each underwent cataract

surgery with one of the three tips, and he studied the

use of phaco energy and balanced salt solution. Mr.

Allen found that, in addition to the 22% decrease in

the amount of balanced salt solution used, a further

16% advantage was achieved with the Mini-Flared

Kelman tip. Mr. Allen noted that the MicroTip was the

least efficient and the Mini-Flared tip was the most

efficient. ■

Mr. Allen receives travel expenses from Alcon

Laboratories, Inc.

1. Allen D. High-efficiency tip for torsional phacoemulsification. Paper presented at: The
ASCRS Symposium on Cataract, IOL and Refractive Surgery; April 30, 2007; San Diego,
California.
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Letters
FE MTOSECOND L A SER S

Dear Editors,

While reading the CRST Europe April 2007 issue, covering

femtosecond laser status, I found it surprising that the Chief

Medical Editor’s note did not mention 20/10 Perfect Vision

(Heidelberg, Germany) as a company, or our femtosecond

workstation, the Femtec. This is surprising, because the

Femtec combines a broad spectrum of applications from

LASIK flaps to femtosecond laser assisted endothelial kerato-

plasty (FLEK) in one commercially available unit. The unit

itself is described in the issue in two articles (The Many

Functions of the Femtosecond Laser, pg 58; Current Aspects:

Corneal Surgery With the Femtec Laser, pg 64).

REINHARD MUELLER-SPAETH, CEO

20/10 Perfect Vision 

Heidelberg, Germany 

ZONUL AR WE AKNE SS

Dear Editors,

While reading David Chang’s article, IOL Selection for the

Weakened Capsular Bag (May 2007, pg 69), I thought it was

important to point out that there is no evidence that a

three-piece lens in-the-bag is better than a one-piece acrylic

lens. In fact, I have studied two patients at 2 years to 5 years

postoperative, with and without pseudoexfoliation syn-

drome, and have found clinically insignificant differences

between the lenses, in regard to centration. I presented this

information at the ASCRS in 2004.

I definitely agree with the author to implant the STAAR

three-piece IOL (STAAR Surgical, Monrovia, California) as

the best sulcus lens. My preference in the setting of weak

zonules, however, is to use any three-piece lens in the sulcus

with optic capture through the capsulorrhexis. This effec-

tively prevents phimosis and reduces the chance of the cap-

sule contracting behind the sulcus lens, which invariably

leads to a challenging Nd:YAG procedure. Overall, this is an

important subject and an excellent article.

LISA B. ARBISSER, MD

Davenport, Iowa

CORRECTIONS

First appearing in the April 2007 edition of CRST Europe

(The Many Functions of the Femtosecond Laser, pg 58),

the two images below are courtesy of Eyemaginations, Inc.,

(Towson, Maryland).

In the April 2007 edition of CRST Europe, the product

Okulix was listed as Oculix (IOL Power Calculations After

LASIK and PRK, pg 44).

We sincerely regret both errors and apologize for any con-

fusion they may have caused. ■


